
 

 
MINUTES 4/5/22 

 
GENERAL MEETING, BALINGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC 
 

Meeting opened 7.05pm 

Present Helen Christensen, Ros Benson, Karyn Conner, Ric Thomas, Jackie Massey, Gary Hodge, 
Geoff McMullen, Noelene King, Robin Wright, Pat Ridley, Jodie Hornum, Wendy Trow, Sonja 
Franks. 
 

Apologies Michael Staffa, Katherine Thorgersen, Bhavni Hindocha, Anish Shah, Janine Milton. 

New business 
 

Townscape Priority Projects. 
H.Christensen advised that the following projects have been identified for 
inclusion in in the Townscape request for Shire 2022/23 budget: 
1. Metal push bike stands x2 $1,000.00 
2. Raising the foot bridge on Alan Rothery walk. $5,000.00 Raising of the 
path. $4,000.00 
3. Tree Planting 15 Blackbutts on the side of path going out to GVTP 
4. Claret Ash on the Bib Track near the bus stop. 
5. More deciduous trees on VG opposite the Post Office $1,000.00 
6. Building new planter boxes for middle of Town. Built with recycled 
bricks to match those already there. $3,000.00 
7. Plants for all the boxes. $600.00 
8. Small footbridge over the drain along the path from Northern entry to 
Rec. Centre. $3,000.00 
 
Motion: It was moved that BPA writes to the Shire, endorsing Townscape 
recommendations. (Note: Funds required for Alan Rothery walk may not be 
required if Lotterywest grant is successful – see “Collaborative Funding” 
below.) 
Moved: Ric Thomas            Seconded: Ros Benson 
 
W.Trow expressed BPA thanks to Townscape, and in particular Helen 
Christensen, for their amazing foresight in lining our street with deciduous 
trees. Some of the Townscape members have been on the committee for 
over 30 years and their contribution to the overall appearance of the town 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
K.Connor to follow-up Scarecrow project with D.Vanallen. 
 
Collaborative Funding.  James Jarvis (Shire) met with the community 
earlier this year with the aim of putting in a collaborative funding bid 
involving Donnybrook, Balingup, Kirup, Yabberup.  Two projects were 
identified in Balingup – Tennis Court and Walk Trails.  He has discussed 
with Lotterywest who advise these projects would have a poor chance of 
meeting their guidelines.   It is possible that they would consider a grant to 
upgrade the Alan Rothery walk – possibly including interpretive panels.  
The Shire would apply for this grant. 
The meeting agreed to present the Alan Rothery Walk bridge and path as 
project for funding (based on terms and conditions of funding). **BPA also 
to mention support of the GVTP plan to create walk from town to park 
along Bibbulum Track. 
 
Balingup Rail Group. G.Hodge (BRG) provided an update.  The group is 
making progress, exploring possibilities for freight, commuting, tourism. 
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Trails audit.  The Trails Group has completed an audit of many of the trails 
in the area and provided this information to the Visitor Centre for inclusion 
in the new trails map.  There are many ‘unknown’ factors which could 
potentially affect which trails should be developed as a priority (eg will the 
railway line be activated? Will we be able to use the Prison team for 
maintenance?).  Work is ongoing and will not be submitted to the Shire 
until the group is satisfied that all proposals have a good chance of 
implementation.    
The meeting also discussed improving the GVTP access path. R.Wright 
(GVTP) advised that the committee prefer a gravel path between the town 
and GVTP.  They are liaising with Shire to find ways to expand the path as 
part of the roadworks program. 
 
Lifeguard training.    There is currently a shortage of qualified lifeguard 
staff not just in Donnybrook but also at other regional recreational centres.  
Royal Lifesaving WA is running a free (conditions apply) 4-day pool 
lifeguard course at the Donnybrook Recreation Centre 24 – 27 May.  
Contact Recreation Centre if interested. 
 
Bibbulmun Track.  The Bibbulmun Track is planning 25th Anniversary 
Celebrations between July and September 2023 and a Track walking party 
is scheduled to arrive in Balingup at around 3:30pm on Monday, 7 August 
2023.  The Shire is helping to coordinate an event in Balingup and the next 
stage is to possibly call a meeting of interested people in Balingup and 
then to consider applying to the Shire for the CGFS funding round that is 
opening 1/5/22. BPA is calling for volunteers to liaise with the Shire to 
arrange a suitable greeting. Anyone interested should contact Wendy 
Trow. W.Trow to promote on FB. 
 
Balingup Medieval Carnivale (BMC).  Tickets now on sale for event on 
27/8/22.People wanting to volunteer should contact W.Trow. 
 
Shire President.  Leanne Wringe has expressed interest in attending BPA 
meetings and this is welcomed. 
 
Future meetings. It was agreed that ‘winter meetings’ be held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 4pm.  
 
Cool burning projects.  Three SW Aboriginal Organisations, two 
community groups, a group of Citizen Scientists and the Balingup Bushfire 
Ready Group collaborated in the development of an NRM Community 
stewardship project to conduct “Traditional Ecological Burning (TEB) in SW 
Forests & Farms”. The group has been offered $449,146.00 over two years. 
Three Balingup sites have been selected for the start of the burns in May 
2022 - Brooklands Community, Origin Centre and Golden Valley Tree 
Park. The project has long-term implications for integrating First Nations 
people's knowledge of conservation and fire management with the work 
of DBCA, DFES and local shires. 
 
Mining Exploration. For update, see Action List Annex A.  The meeting 
agreed that BPA not proceed with an objection at this point however 
W.Trow to: 

 Write to Department of Mines asking to be notified immediately if any 
company submits an application to commence on ground work. 

 Write to the Shire (with a copy of the above letter) requesting BPA be 
kept informed if any approaches are made to them for any mining 
proposals. 
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Report on action 
items 

Ongoing (tabled) 
Complete (tabled) 

Chair 
Chair 

Correspondence 
list 

Incoming/Outgoing (tabled) Annex C Secretary 

Correspondence 
list accepted and 
received 

Moved Jackie Massey 
Seconded Pat Ridley 

Carried Y  
 

Other 
meetings/groups 

(tabled) Secretary 

Confirmation of 
minutes from 
previous meeting 
on 1/4/2022 

Amendments Y 
Moved Helen Christensen 
Seconded Ros Benson 

Carried Y  
 

Treasurer’s report 
and accounts for 
payment 

(tabled) 
W.Trow advised that BalingUpcycle has made sufficient profit to donate 
$500 to BPA.  BPA thanks the Upcycle committee and is delighted that 
their first six months have been a success. 
 
Motion – that Treasurer reinvest term deposit next month in best option  
Carried/Agreed by meeting 

Treasurer 

Treasurer’s report 
accepted and 
accounts approved 
for payment 

Amendments N 
Moved Pat Ridley 
Seconded Ric Thomas 

Carried Y 
 
 

Business arising 
from previous 
minutes (Annex B) 

1. Mining Tenement update 
2. Balingup Rail Group (BRG) update 
3. Balingup Town Hall update 
4. Volunteers/New Residents event update 
 

Robin W 
Gary H 
Gary H 
Wendy T 

Reminders Transition Towns (Bridgetown) – Alternative Housing Models, Cluster Development  
Bridgetown Sunday 29th May 4-6pm.  To book, contact transitionbridgetown19@gmail.com. 
 

Meeting closed 8.13pm 

Next meeting 
date/time 

Wednesday 1st June, 4pm 
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Annex A 

 
 

  
as of 30/4/22 
  

  
ACTION LIST, BALINGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC  
  

ITEM  
MEETING DATE 
PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE  

ACTION  
  

STATUS  

Mining Tenement. 
Apr 2022 R. Wright 

Mining tenement exploration licenses have been announced; one of 
which covers the Balingup Townsite. (E 70/6073, E 70/6074 
E 70/7075). R.Wright drafted a letter to the Department of Mines to 
advise that the consultation process has been poor request more 
detailed information about what this will mean to the community. 
Letter was sent and copied to the Shire CEO (he has distributed to 
Councillors).   
Update from R. Wright on 29/4/22 
 The 3 exploration licence applications we are concerned about 

were lodged on 17/18 March 2022. 
 The one ending in 75 to the north of Balingup has since been 

withdrawn.  74 is the one that includes the town of Balingup 
and areas to the south of Balingup. 

 The relevant Minister needs to also give consent for exploration 
on reserved land, state forest, town sites etc.  This also involves 
notification to the local government authority, in this case our 
Shire. 

 For exploration on private land, consent from the landholder is 
needed to gain access to the top 30 m of ground.  Consent is not 
required to gain access to the ground below 30m.  Presumably 
this would be cases where the explorer can directionally drill 
from outside the property. 

 Jared believes the explorer can not force access to a property; 
the landholder can withhold permission. 

 35 calendar days are allowed for objection; in this case the 
objection period has passed. 

 There is a process for late objections to be lodged.  This requires 
a stat dec and application through the wardens court. 

 We could contact Scott Montgomery on 9222 3111 if we 
wanted to pursue this option and he would provide detail on 
what is involved. 

 Following the grant of an exploration licence, the proponent is 
required to have a “programme of works” approved by the 
Mines department where environmental aspects of the 
proposed specific activity are assessed. 

ONGOING 

Forest Thinning.   
Apr 22 K.Menard / 
W.Trow 

K.Menard advised that ‘thinning’ operations in local forests are 
extensive.  K.Menard to send examples (maps/ locations and 
photos) to W.Trow. 
Note: Photos of Kerr Block have been provided – W.Trow to follow 
up with K.Menard. 

ONGOING 

Balingup Rail Group 
 

The BRG has been actively progressing the proposal to reopen the 
railway line.  Minutes of BRG meeting have been provided to BPA 
and are available on request. 

ONGOING 



Community Arts 
Space 
Mar 22 (J.Massey) 

Jackie Massey and team are currently investigating possible 
expansion into the empty cafe space (former Taste of Balingup).    
 

ONGOING 

Energy Usage talk 
Mar 22 (W.Trow) 

 “Energy Usage” talk – W.Trow has arranged for this to be given (by 
Bridgetown Transition Towns member) when Covid restrictions 
ease.  

ONGOING 

Catering Supplies.   
Mar 22 (W.Trow/ 
J.Milton) 

Plan is to combine stocks of SFFD, Carnivale and BPA catering 
supplies and store in Town Hall. Awaiting progress on Town Hall 
lease. 

ONGOING 

Road Safety.  
Feb 22 M. Staffa 

M.Staffa has spoken to the Shire and plans to speak to MRD and 
Police. As of 4/5 will be booking an appointment with Government 
Office of the Deputy Road Safety Commissioner, and arranging for 
Traffic Road Side Surveillance machines in place in the town-site. 

ONGOING 

FRRR Grant 
Feb 22 W.Trow 
 

Event was planned to be run by SFFD Committee on 30th July 2022 
using funds secured from a FRRR grant.     The committee have 
decided not to accept the grant and the event will not be run.  FRRR 
have been advised. 

COMPLETE 

Cluster 
Developments 
Feb 22 W.Trow 

Shire Senior Planner and Corporate Manager are progressing our 
request that cluster developments be included in the review of the 
Local Planning Strategy 7. They hope to have draft documents ready 
for public consultation June/July.  W.Trow is talking about the 
cluster model at the Transition Towns Open Space in May.   
 

ONGOING 

Village Green  
Entrance Statement  
Dec 21 H.Christensen 

Townscape will clean the sculpture and are progressing this project.    ONGOING 

Community 
Response in an 
Emergency  
Nov 21 (W.Trow/ 
N.King) 

BADTA have confirmed they are forming a Tourism/Economy sub-
committee.   A meeting with CWA was held in April and the next 
step is for this to be discussed with BADSA. 

ONGOING 

Balingup Town Hall  
Nov 21 
(G.Hodge) 

G.Hodge and Balingup Music Experience group is following up the 
proposal for BPA to take over the Town Hall lease. BME already 
have a program of events.  It is proposed that the main hall be set 
up permanently as a large event/wedding venue.  Trial period 3 
years. As of 4/5 BME are negotiating lease with Shire, getting Hall 
event ready. 

ONGOING 
  

Volunteers Day.  
July 21  
W.Trow  
K.O’Connor 

At the April meeting it was agreed that Volunteers and New 
Residents Day go ahead however Covid restrictions at BADSA would 
limit numbers and make organisation difficult. The BPA Executive 
agreed to cancel the event and hold later in the year. 
 

COMPLETE   

Bunbury Regional 
Prison Workforce  
March 2021   
Wendy Trow  

BPA has requested that all Umbrella Group’s be allowed to make 
use of Prison Workforce.  The Prison advises that all outdoor work 
team activities have been cancelled due to Covid.  This has been 
chased a number of times. 

ONGOING  

Community 
Insurance  
May 2021  
Wendy Trow  

To reduce the cost of BPA insurance, W.Trow is actively progressing 
the idea of “Community Group Insurance Packs”.  W.Trow has met 
with Jane Kelsbie and LinkWest and will continue to progress. 

ONGOING  

Use of BADSA 
building in 
emergencies  
2021  
Wendy Trow  

To improve community resilience, W.Trow continues to progress 
the following proposals: 

 Council endorsed the recommendation of the recent LEMC 
meeting and the way is now clear for BPA to submit a funding 
request for a generator to be positioned permanently at the Rec 
Centre (subject to BADSA approval).   

ONGOING  
 



 Shire has positioned satellite phone at the Fire Shed and the 
new CESM is preparing instructions for use.  

 BPA has written to NBN requesting Skymuster be activated in 
situations other than Evacuation Centre.  Shire is also following 
up with NBN. 

 Shire has confirmed they will submit request to Telstra to 
increase battery size at mobile phone town to provide 12 hour 
backup.   

Update of map in 
bus shelter  
June 2021  
H. Christensen  

Update of town map in bus shelter  
Costs to be negotiated with Sandy Mitchell and presented to BPA 
meeting for approval. H.Christensen has confirmed early meetings 
have been held and this is still in progress. 

ONGOING  

General Signage  
2021  
(Helen C./ Deb 
Vanallen)  

Make a list of all redundant signs in town (BADSA and Townscape). 
Send list to Shire and ask that they liaise with the landowner to 
arrange removal (Townscape). D.Vanallen confirms work is 
continuing on this.  

ONGOING  

    

  
  



Annex C 
 

 
Outgoing 
 
Jared Barnett of DMIRS re Mining Tenement Application (7/4/22) 
 
BPA Members, re Alternative Housing Models (12/4/22) 
 
Kristy Shay, re Future Drought Fund's Networks to Build Drought Resilience (22/4/22) 
 
Shire of Donnybrook Balingup, re Mining Exploration License Application (3/5/22) Robin Wright 
 
 
 
Incoming 
 
Balingup Visitor Centre, re General News, Eateries, Tourism and Business News, Local News and Events, 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Exhibition 
 
James Jarvis of Shire of DB, re National Volunteer Week - Volunteer Award nominations now OPEN 
(7/4/22) 
 
Damien Morgan of Shire of DB, re Street Sweeper (11/4/22) 
 
James Jarvis of Shire of DB, re Open Now - Regional Governance Workshop series (13/4/22) 
 
AON Insurance, re Aon Insurance Policy Endorsement – Balingup Progress Association Inc (13/4/22) 
 
James Jarvis of Shire of DB, re Youth Volunteering online workshop - 16 May 2022 (21/4/22) 
 
James Jarvis of Shire of DB, re 4-Day Pool Lifeguard Course (21/4/22) 
 
Philip Diamond of Shire of DB, re Planning Application Acknowledgment - Lot 101 Brockman Street 
BALINGUP (P22017 A4375) (27/4/22) 
 


